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RE: Avista Collaborates with WSU on NSF/ITR Research

To Whom It May Concern:

Avista Utilities is an electric and natural gas utility serving 325, 000 electric and 300,000
natural gas customers in 4 western states. Avista’s headquarters are located in Spokane,
Washington, not far from WSU. Avista has a long-standing relationship with the
professors and students in WSU’s electric power program and increasingly with its
computer science program.

Avista has long been aware of WSU’s strong reputation in electric power research. In the
last year Avista has reviewed WSU’s computer science research project called GridStat.
This is a new communications system for the electric power grid (and potentially other
critical infrastructures of interest to Avista and the utility industry). The kind of
communications GridStat provides could be vital to the electric power grid.

Avista is keenly interested in the research in WSU’s ITR proposal. In our experience,
genuine collaborations between power researchers and computer scientists are quite rare.
We are delighted to collaborate with WSU’s project should it be funded. We will foster
technical exchanges between WSU and our power and network engineers, including
possibly calibrating the models developed as part of this research.

Avista is not aware of any other projects of this kind. To help further GridStat’s goals
and to learn from it, we have initiated a pilot technology demonstration project giving
GridStat access to real-time data from local Avista dams in Spokane. We have funded a
WSU senior project to help make GridStat’s output and select sensor data from our dams,
web-accessible. We have also donated access to a 200+ mile dark fiber network in the
region to support GridStat and other scientific research and education.

Avista expects to fund at least one senior project each year related to the proposed
research, if funded, and are looking for other technology transfer, educational, and
collaborative opportunities. Avista is willing to host WSU researchers annually to
present their results on power communications and control to engineers and managers,
and will invite other community organizations and utilities to attend.

Sincerely,
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Don Kopczynski
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