5

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I wish to express sincere, profound, and profuse thanks to my advisor, Rick Schlichting. His encouragement, guidance, friendship, and humor have been a delight to experience. He has greatly honed my research and writing skills and has been a researcher to venerate and emulate. I thank Greg Andrews for all he taught me in so many different ways about concurrent programming, research, and writing. I thank him and Larry Peterson for their contributions to my research and for serving on my committee. And I thank Mary Bailey for serving as a substitute on my final committee and for reviewing this dissertation.

Others have contributed directly to this research. I thank Vic Thomas and Shivakant Mishra for their many discussions regarding this research, and Shivakant for developing Consul. I thank Jerry Leichter, LRW Systems, and GTE Laboratories for providing the Linda precompiler that was used as a starting point for the FT-Linda precompiler. I thank Rob Rubin, Rick Snodgrass, Dennis Shasha, and Tom Wilkes for their useful comments on FT-Linda. I thank Dhananjay Mahajan and Sandy Miller for their work on Consul. I thank Ron Riter and Frank McCormick for teaching me so much about software and systems during my time at Boeing; these lessons were invaluable in graduate school and will no doubt continue to be so during the rest of my career. I thank Brad Glade for suggesting read-only tuple spaces. I thank the National Science Foundation for supporting this work through grant CCR-9003161 and the Office of Naval Research through grant N00014-91-J-1015.

Many people have made my stay in Tucson delightful. I thank the department’s system administrators and office staff for keeping things running so very smoothly. I thank my fellow graduate students Doug Arnett, Nina Bhatti, Peter Bigot, Wanda Chiu, Peter Druschel, Curtis Dyreson, Vincent Freeh, Patrick Homer, Clint Jeffery, Nick Kline, David Lowenthal, Vic Thomas, Beth Weiss, and Andrey Yeatts for their friendship. I thank Anwar Abdulla, Yousef Akeel, Harvey Bostrom, Nancy Nelson, and Nayla Yateem for making my stay in Tucson more pleasant, each in their own ways. I am thankful for the sweet fellowship of the members of the prayer group, especially Fred and Ruth Fox, Derek and Shannon Parks, and Craig and Mary Bell.

I thank my parents for their love and support over the years, and I thank my brother as well as Gram and Joanne. And I can never hope to thank my dear wife, Beth, or my precious children, Abby and Adam, enough for their love and encouragement during my studies. Enduring my grad school habit was difficult for them all.

Finally, and foremost, I thank God for providing me a way to heaven through His Son, Jesus Christ.

6