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public abstract interface QoSBrokerBaseInterface
{
  /**
  * The <code>start</code> method is used bootstrap the (Leaf) QoS Broker.
  * <BR>
  * @return Returns <code>true</code> if it is started <code>false</code> otherwise.
  */
  public abstract boolean start();

  /**
  * The <code>stop</code> method is used stop the (Leaf) QoS Broker, will stop all the threads and kill the objects.
  * <BR>
  * @return Returns <code>true</code> if it is stopped <code>false</code> otherwise.
  */
  public abstract boolean stop();

  /**
  * The <code>isRunning</code> method is used to find out if this (Leaf) QoS Broker is
  * running or not.
  * <BR>
  * @return Returns <code>true</code> if it is running <code>false</code> otherwise.
  */
  public abstract boolean isRunning();

  /**
  * The <code>setFlooding</code> method is used to set a variable to be flooded.
  * <BR>
  * @param pubName The name of the publisher of the variable.
  * @param variableName The name of the variable.
  * @param modes For which modes whould this variable be flooded.
  * @throws InterruptedException If during the execution of the command the thread dies. 
  * @return Returns <code>true</code> if the variable is set to be flooded, <code>false</code> otherwise.
  */
  public abstract boolean setFlooding(String pubName, String variableName, int modes) throws InterruptedException;

  /**
  * The <code>removeFlooding</code> method is used to remove a variable that is flooded. 
  * <BR>
  * @param pubName The name of the publisher of the variable.
  * @param variableName The name of the variable.
  * @param modes For which modes is this variable flooded. 
  * @throws InterruptedException If during the execution of the command the thread dies. 
  * @return Returns <code>true</code> if the variable is not flooded anymore, <code>false</code> otherwise.
  */
  public abstract boolean removeFlooding(String pubName, String variableName, int modes) throws InterruptedException;

  /**
  * The <code>changeMode</code> method is used to change the mode.
  * <BR>
  * @param mode The new mode.
  * @throws InterruptedException If during the execution of the command the thread dies. 
  * @return Returns <code>true</code> if the mode is changed, <code>false</code> otherwise.
  */
  public abstract boolean changeMode(int mode) throws InterruptedException;

  /**
  * The <code>getMode</code> method is used return the current mode.
  * <BR>
  * @throws InterruptedException If during the execution of the command the thread dies.
  * @return Returns the current mode.
  */
  public abstract int getMode() throws InterruptedException;
}


